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Statisties on state's popu- 
lation leok up only three 
pages in bound volume of 
1790 census held by Miss 
Helen De Vito, who is 

charge of Public Library's 
VU. S. document collectio 

A poge (ifi) shows New: 
fork grouped with “Ac. 
‘guecknack” ond Elizabeth- 
Town to form Essex County 
Map (below) shows loco- 
lion of city's founding fami- 
lies in 1666. Huge 16th 
sensus taken in 1940 fills 
Shelves of booktose pie- 
tured near Miss De Vita 


Principal New Je 


ERY shortly the enu- 

merators of the Seven- 
teenth Decennlal Census will 
be making the rounds of New- 
ark homes to number the in- 
habitants and to collect infor 
mation on housing, employ- 
ment and education. 

The huge blue volumes of. 
the Sixteenth Census, taken 
n 1940, fil one entire book 
fase in the Publie Library. 
"hia is a tremendous contrast 
to the first Federal census of 
3190; one thin pamphlet 
served to contain all the pub- 
lished statistics. Many years 
aer, at the request of 
patriotic societies and geneal- 
pists, the United States 
‘superintendent of documents 
printed the names of the 
heads of families as collected 
in 1790, publishing a volume 
for each state. 

Unfortunately there is no 
volume for New Jersey. The 
origins! manuscripts of the 
first census records were 
destroyed when the British 
burned Washington im the 
War of 1812. The missing 
records for many of the states 
had been duplicated else- 
‘where, and were gathered to. 
{gether for publication in 1008, 
For New Jersey nothing was 


‘The Federal census of 1790 
was not the first numbering 
Of the inhabitants of New 
Jersey. The British Board of 
‘Trade interested (tef In 
statisties concerning’ the 
‘American colonies and asked 
the colonial governors at 
various times for a count of 
their subjects. Governor Wil- 
liam Burnet of New Jersey 
reported to the Board of 
Trade in 1726 his doubts of 
the wisdom of census taking 
“I was afraid it might make 
‘the people uneasy, they being 
generally of New England ex 
traction, and Enthusiasts and 
that they would take it for à 
repetition "of the same sin 
‘that David committed im 
Aumbering the people and 
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might bring on the same 
Judgments. 

He was referring to the 
Biblical story of a pestilence 
which the Lord sent after 
King David had made an 
‘enumeration of Israel and 
Judah following the death of 
‘Absolom. In spite of the 
religious seruples of the 
people Governor Burnet sue- 
ceeded in taking a census in 
1726, and there was one in 
1737, another in 1749. 


Tur 1700 census of the 
United States was taken for a 
very specifie purpose, the ap- 
ointment of representatives 
im Congress. But the law es- 
tablishing it provided also for 
* count of males of 16 and 
over, boys under 16, “all 
Women, al free persons of 
dolor, and all slaves 

‘The United States has the 
distinction of being’ the sec- 
fond Western nation to take 
Sensus of all its inhabitants, 
Sweden being the fist. Not 
‘all 10 years Tater did the 
other countries of Europe fol- 
low the example of these two, 

"The machinery of the first 
census was simple. The 
United States Marshal in eaen 
judicial district was ordered 
1o take the census of his sate, 
Seed atric md RTOS 


court system. Each marshal 
was allowed to hire as many 
assistants as he required 
paying them at the rate of $1 
{or every 300 persons enumer- 
ated im cities and towns of 
Over 5000 inhabitants, amd 
$1 for every 180 persons 
in county districts. Essex 
County at this period had 
an estimated population of 
17,000. 

There was some opposition 
{a the taking of the census in 
1790, not just on religious 
grounds, but because people 
feared increased taxation as 
a result, Newark papers of 
the period were full of news 
Of the tax raising activities of 
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CALL—AND SAVE! 


‘Avoid seedless expense for new 
Movers iy sanding 


PILLOWS AND BOX SPRINGS. 
‘QUILTS RECOVERED 
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DRIVE YOU INDOORS! 
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TUE “ALL WEATHER” WAY 
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THE CENSUS 


(Cont'd from Preceding Pane) 
‘weaving cioth to the value of 


$160,000. Eighty-two distil- 
leries did a business worth 
more than $150,000, carriages 
were built worth $129,500, 
and 26,150 fur hats had a 
value of $78,480. There were 
30 paper mills, 17 bloomeries 

iron furnaces), three mall- 
cries and a blast furnace. 


Tr was 
famous “Shoemaker Mar 
Newark was published by 
Charles Bashan, a teacher in 
the Newark Academy. Under 
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maker at his last, beside the 
State seal over which the 
‘American eagle hovers, is the 
following “blurb” worthy of 
a modern chamber of com- 


and meal, leather, paper of all 
kinds and sail cloth. AN but 
one of the looms in the nine 
cotton factories in the county 
were run by water power, At 
the looms worked 83 men, 35 
Newark is one of the women and 240 boys and 
‘mostt pleasant and flourish. giris. No child labor laws 
ing towns in the United existed in that day. 

States. It is on the main 

road between New York and 
Philadelphia, nime miles 
from the former and 8T 
from the latter. Its stone 
quarries are visited by 


In the manufacture of sail 
cloth, 60 boys and giris 
worked alongside 14 women 
and 75 men. Not long after 
that, a congressman from 
New Jersey speaking for the 
travelers from curiosity. It protecuve att paid 
is noted for its cider, the the evil of competing with 
making of carriages of ii aropa datari. where 
sorts, couch lace, men’s *hd  chiidren went into industry at 
main ey a E. SEAT 

manufacture of this last 

iris saatana at oo iee- T ue aai desee 
habitants are constantly — ipm pegeven dei and ords 
paeis taken between 18 
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Stenography » Typing 


NONE BETTER 
PLASTIC FINISH 
makes 
SWEDISH or BLOND 
MAPLE 
om LIMED-OAK rai 
ut of your old walnut 
or mahogany furniture 


Hard times following the 
War of 1812 hit urban New of the New Jersey Mitonent 
Jersey very hard. Banks Society im Newark. They 
failed, business and manu, were found in an old chest it 
facture stagnated. In the the attic of the Nichols home- 
} 1820 census, Eesex County stead, 313 Washington stret, 
dropped below Sussex, and im February, 1925. Now 
Newark reported but 6507 in- (orm down, the house was built 
habitants. In 1823 the Fed. between 1797 and 1700 v 
eral Government published a Mr. Nichols and occupied by 
"Digest of accounts of manu- four generations t Mi 
factures Established im the family 
United States.” The picture “Tt was sage Nichols who 
ot "manufacturing was a made the first accurate cen- 
sloomy one, but the tables sus of Newark industry. The 
ive a view of a diversified results were made publie on 
economy which had in it the that famous Independence 
seeds of recovery Day of 1826 when Seth Boy- 
‘Among our leading prod- den discovered malleable cast 
ucts were binders’ boards, iron 
cider brandy, wool and cotton Taken with great care 
foods, copper sheets, flour Nichols's record of industries 
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Felting of hats as done in Newark in the 1800s, 


Ma ie digs ciis oe. Jn an Essex County “nailery” around 1823 census. 


and employment is probably 
thoroughly aecuratè Any 
one who did not know New- 
‘ark’s location on à cross-roads 
would suspect it from Mr, 
Nichols's statisties for thers 
Were about 250 of Newarks 
SOIT people employed im 
various branches of carriage 
and wagon making. Leading. 
employment was shoe making 
with 685 employees. There 
were 57 saddlors, 12 saddle 
tree makers, 70 hatters and 
seven trunk makers 

‘As was customary in those 
days representatives of the 
leading industries of Newark 
marched in the Fourth of July 
parade bearing the tools of 
their trades. Thereafter a 
Newark census waa taken at 
regular intervals between the 
decennial census years of the 
United States, in 1838, the. 
year of the City Charter, in 
1845, and every 10 years 
‘thereafter, through 1875. A 
New Jersey state census war 
taken every 10 years from 
1855 through 1905. 


Separare onse tor 
Newark aa a city have been 
taken by the United Sue 
Sensus enumerators ever ance 
the" incorporation in 3808 
Percentages of Increase have 
Seen computed ance. 1890, 
Showing. the. astounding. in- 
Srete of 125 per cent from 
3840 to 1800. "Newark. 
Und to gain, but gradu 
more and more slow, unt 
Between 1800 and. 1840. we 
Actually 1ost in population. 1t 
SAN be interesting to aee what 
1980 brings 

The sope of the United 
Stats census has grown to 
the point where the amount 
of iformation ne may ln 
Shout Newark from the fub. 
she. reports i astonishing 
Do you want to know. ti 
average number of people in 
cach howreold in a given ace 
tiom of Newark? Or wherein 
Newark you may find the 
omes of people of Mexican 
birth? Perhaps you want to 
know how many factories in 
Newark are making radion 
mdi tubes and phosographay 
hd the number of people em 
Ployed hee in ch work 

All theta and many other 
facts maybe leaned from te 
United Sates census of 1940, 
and the census of manufac? 
{Sree of 3058 re 
many more facts will be come 
Filed bythe census tatera of 
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Congress, and the develop- 
ment of the U. S. Treasury 
Department. Perhaps in many 
Places the county sheriff, 
working under the U. S. 
Marshal, employed local tax 
assessors as enumerators. 


Waen Governor wiiam 
Franklin ordered a New Jer- 
Sey census taken in 1772 tho 
Sount was to be made by the 
Assessors under the direction 
‘of the county sheriffs, That 
Sensus was never completed. 
Several times, when Newark 
took it own local census, the 
assessor was in charge. 

he first Federal census 
was ‘started on August 1, 
‘00, and completed in the 
Spring of 1701." The returns 
came in to the marshal on 
Scraps of paper, four inches 
fo three fet dm length, 
Col Thomas Lowrey, U. S. 
Mashal then vag in 
Frenchtown, Hunterdon 
County, forwarded them to 
President George Washington 
A the capital in New York 
City. The "Federal Cty 
later named Washington, was 
Stil in the planning stage. 

Trish-born Col Lowrey, a 
selfmade man and a land 
Speculator, was an intense 
patriot, and a personal fiend 
of Gen, Washington. He took 
the census for New Jersey of 
1800, but died in 1800, before 
“the third census was taken. 

Jt Seems strange to us now; 
living in the greatest city of 
this state, to think o£ so im- 
portant am official living in 
What has always been a rural 
Area. But in the 8th Cen- 
fury the whole state was 
rural, and In 1790 Hunterdon 
Was the “most populous 
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Growing Newark—Broad St. at southern end of 


tary 


county, followed by Sussex. 
The fertile wheat fields of 
Hunterdon County, and the 
huge farm families of 11 and 
12 children gave it a leading 
position in te state. Its 
thriving settlements of Flem- 
ington and Trenton were im. 
portant stops on the stage 
coach routes between New 
York, Philadelphia and the 
Delaware Water Gap. 

Essex County, though 
small, was fourth in popula- 
tion. Union County did not 
then exist, and the returns for 
Essex County included the 
three towns of Newark, "Ac- 
quacknack, and Elizabeth 
town. Passaic County had 
not been set apart either, and 
the present cites of Passaic 
and Clifton were included in 
Essex County as "Acquack- 
nack 


Boron me srt ana we 
Second cnn the, bridge 
tron the Pas t Newest 
d st Belevine were con 
bret, Raads wore much 
Improved, and Base County 
prd 
‘asthe cond most populous 
Sent in the state, tng 
Sein oniy ty Ser Coty 
Stowe ro ier and fanus 
Produced hoi for Newark 
marketa and industrien. No 
Seperate oun af ie towns 
Si take, but Newark made 
TE imate o ls Ort pope 
tom ata 00, 

Tees a Hunterdon County 
man, Oliver Wayne. Ogden, 
who tok te sensus of Mi 
pagan wi a secet 


Tow Oldwick, he wis a 
descendant of the "Elizabeth. 
‘and had prac- 


rk before 1880s... 


ticed also at Perth Amboy 
He succeeded for a few years 
m keeping up his practice, 
acting as marshal, and at the 
same time taking the 1810 
census of New Jersey. 
Eventually, before the 1820 
census which he also super- 
vised, he had to devote full 
time to his official duties, 
giving up the practice of 
medicine. 

In 1810 Essex had become 
the most populous county, 
Sussex and Burlington fol. 
lowing it, The populous farm- 
ing counties of Sussex and 
Hunterdon were rapidly being 
drained of their surplus popu- 
ation by immigration to Cen- 
tral New York and to Pennsyi- 
vania where soil was easier to 
‘work and land cheaper. Over 
all the highways rolled the 
Conestoga wagons, carrying 
farmers" sons and daughters 
westward. s 


"hr 1610 hme of 90 
‘pages containing population 
[pe mer 
Sor Bde atiam. Teret 
preme 
ot pide," conpled 
Coco ec 
Printed in 181, Admitted iy 
oeae t be fl of 
fe CI 
pecori medie 
of duel city in Eam. 
[open erre 
pps 
Gods to the valne of $e 
E wee preted wae 
county, Talia Indy ng 
Ferien 
Lock rn 
or Min qoo. 

rer 120 le yore bay 
in tas meaa f anes Cosas 
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